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1. In their nudcl an victory over south Vietnam 
io.sl. spring, Hanoi ' s forces captured largo amounts 
o:i: US-made military aqiiipraent, ranging from small 
n.t.ms to modern attack airoraf t—— in fact, ovary typo 
o;l; equipment the US had provided the South Viotnamene 
forces during the war. Much of this hardware is 
.intact and operable, and there are large quantities 
of mun.ttiojis for the weapons. 

2. ha a consequence , the communists have a 
problem deciding what equipment to integrate into 
their own forces to strengthen existing capabilities 

and to provide now capnb.'i. .L.'i.ti os , and also what to do ■ 
with any surplus hardware. One of the options open I 

l.o Hanoi . is that of providing arms to in surgen Ls —a ^ 

possibi.l..i. ty that is causing considerable concern in 
several nearby countries, notably Thailand and Malaysia. 
Thai insurgents in the northeast, for example, have' 
received aid from Hanoi in the past, and the North 
Vietnamese could increase that support now that they 
have more than sufficient stocks. * 

.i. Hanoi could earn hard currency by selling the 
U£> .equipment or. the world market. The communists face 
major economic development costs in both North and 
South Vietnam- and need foreign- exchange for this. Hanoi 
claims that the equipment is worth about $5 billion; 
this appears reasonable . The .'windfall profits the 
comitiuuisus . could realize from the sale of a substantial 
part of this US hardware .would be considerable and 
would obviously ease -the financial burden of development. 
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Thie memorandum was prepared in the Office of Strateaio 
coft. Comments and queries may be addressed to 
extension 4051. 


o«iM t* i t ri 

Ei«apt ftom niicral ^feletiirisitlM Nktidli 

il I. O .-ila SZ. ifn*m.Mitn'ttiogofr. 

*• (UtfZpO). oi (1) {tiicio aa« ei 
‘ lUfeiacticci: y a * . .*u;;.acl on 

DATE IMPOSSIBLE 10 DETERMINE 

fuaJMt Jnpoiiibio. mutt dolt •« cviit) 


mi SPOKE 




( 




Approve^ For Rel< 


ase 2001/03/06,; ,CIA-RpP6.6T00608R00a70O1 20007- 


A number of. conn tri cmj in, fJoutho^ui Asia, the Middle 
Mi; ml, and. Africa reportedly aro into row Led in obtii.in.inf/ 
t)io un oejuipmonh. There is, however', still no i nil i cation 
Dint JUtno.i Jinn do oic (oil to sell.. 
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4. UU-mnde aircraft constitute the moot valuable 
items of captured military hardware. Thu communists 
seized some 1,100 aircraft, including 75 M*- 5 and 113 
A-37 ficjhter-bojnbora, and the North Vietnamese apparently 

urc^intof/rc^iiu^?oiiKi of Dio so into their forces. 

25X1 D thp Nor th Vietnamese have organized 

the K-i> and A-37 aircraft, along with MIG fighters from 
the North, into an air division in the Saigon area. 

The US-made fighter-bombers give the North Vietnamese 
a significant ground attack capability for the first 
time. Until now, the North Vietnamese air force had 
a clearly defensive orientation. 


!>. There is shortage of some spare parts for the 
US aircraft, but the problem does not seem to be insur- 
mountable over the near term. The communists can canni- 
balize other aircraft and may be able to find a source 
of replacement pcirts on the international market. There 
arc enough US-trained South Vietnamese maintenance personnel 
available to repair and' keep the aircraft operational 
if spare parts can be obtained. 
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6. In addition to the fighter-bombers, the communists 
25X1 D seized large' numbers of helicopters. ' Among these were 

about three dozen large transport helicopters, and 

the North Vietnamese are now flying 
Saigon area. Mojjeover, as many as 
400 smaller combat-support helicopters, including gunships, 
fell into communists hands. These helicopters have seen 
little flying since April, but the North Vietnamese appreciate 
their mobility and firepower and probably will keep some 
for. their own forces; many, however-, could still be avail- 
able" 'for sale. ti 

7. The communists also captured approximately 50 
transports, including C-119s and C-130s. These aircraft 
enhance their transportation capabilities, and for this 
reason some of them probably will be retained. Moreover, 







25X1 D 


Approved For Release 2001/03/06 : CIA-RDP86T00608R0007001 20007-6 

V ‘.vv.'.'.'i 


tho ground sup) >o.rl: equipment #'t l: I lie bases is ; * If. *c,| n» > I •<.* _ to 
support: UM-mado n i :! ; L {ioir.c- oJ. this captured soph i.s- 
tica hod oloc Ironic qear may well bo passed along to the 
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Hava l. Craft 

It. • with the take-over , the coinmuriisttv, came into 
po'»i:ou»ion of some 400 naval craft and approximately the 
same number of transport vessels. 

9. The naval craft arc mostly coastal and river 
patrol boats, along with a few deepwater ships. 'While 2 * 

these craft provide the communists with an improved 
patrol capability, they, do not 

well become av ailable for export. HHHIHPHHRHHI 

North Vietnamese have already used some 
of the freighters to ferry cargo between largo coastal 
cities in the .South . The communists likely to retain most 
of these vessels for their own use. 

Gro und Fo rces V7capon s 

10. The bulk of the US equipment captured in the 
South consists of ground forces weapons and munitions. 

The inventory contains over 500 tanks, approximately 
1,200 armored personnel carriers, about. 45,000 trucks 
and jeeps , some 1,300 pieces of artillery, nearly X 
million' M- 16 rifles and other small arms, and thousands 
of mortars, antitank weapons , grenade launchers, and 
machine guns. In addition, there are large stocks of 
munitions for all of tlio weapons. / 

11. Much of this equipment appears to foe surplus to 

communists requirements:- The North Vietnamese army is 
already well equipped with Soviet and Chinese hardware , 
and their ■’stockpiles declined little as a result of the 
spring fighting. ... 

12. Moreover, the North Vietnamese have been attempting 
to standardise their weapons throughout the regular forces, 
and they probably would be reluctant to change unless they 
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gained a sign:!. fienn t Ampro vcinen t In the process. In 
Jnor.i 't. cirit.scif i / clii'.incj.l titj ho U‘> weapons would provide l.'i. t.tlo 
any improvement. 'J'lio communist Alt* 4 7 infantry rifle, 
for example , Ah- considered an of foe: live weapon . 

13. A number of prospective purchasers am wait i. n<j 
:l:o,r Hanoi to open the door a for 'business, but Hanoi 
apparently i in 1 1 o hurry to noil, 
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i vie] (font that Hanoi may bo. 
stockpiling weapons in preparation for selling them. 

Since moat of the US equipment is readily ' marketable , 
it seems likely that Hanoi will eventually dispose 'most 
of the armor and other ground forces equipment. 

IS. Serious questions of economic advantage, political 
impact, and international reputation must, however, be 
decided before Hanoi begins disposing of its captured 
arms stockpile. 
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